
Circumcision in Tanakh
Source Sheet by Max DuBoff

Mentions of circumcision in Tanakh can be roughly divided into three
categories: i) the act of cutting the foreskin, which is related to a covenant
with Avraham and is commanded to the Israelites after the exodus from
Egypt; ii) metaphorical foreskin, which represents deficiency, esp. morally;
and iii) a group identity marker, which sets off the Israelites from neighboring
tribes. Some passages fit into multiple categories. This source sheet explores
representative examples from each of these categories. In each category,
sources are given in their order in Tanakh.
 
As you review the sources, consider:
a) What is the significance of circumcision in each source?
b) Does the role of circumcision shift throughout Tanakh, and if so, how? 
c) How do and should these mentions of circumcision relate to contemporary
views on, and practices around, circumcision? 

1. Covenant and Commandment

Genesis 17

(1) When Abram was ninety-nine
years old, the LORD appeared to
Abram and said to him, “I am El
Shaddai. Walk in My ways and be
blameless. (2) I will establish My

בראשית י״ז
ים ָׁשָנ֖ה ם ֶּבן־ִּתְׁשִע֥ י ַאְבָר֔ (א) ַויְִה֣

אֶמר ֹ֤ ם ַוּי א ה' ֶאל־ַאְבָר֗ ַׁשע ָׁשִנ֑ים ַוּיֵָר֨ ְוֵת֣
י ֶוְהֵי֥ה י ִהְתַהֵּל֥� ְלָפַנ֖ ל ַׁשַּד֔ ֵאָלי֙ו ֲאנִי־ֵא֣
י ֵּביִנ֣י ּוֵביֶנ֑� ָתִמֽים׃ (ב) ְוֶאְּתָנ֥ה ְבִריִת֖
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covenant between Me and you, and
I will make you exceedingly
numerous.” (3) Abram threw
himself on his face; and God spoke
to him further, (4) “As for Me, this
is My covenant with you: You shall
be the father of a multitude of
nations. (5) And you shall no longer
be called Abram, but your name
shall be Abraham, for I make you
the father of a multitude of nations.
(6) I will make you exceedingly
fertile, and make nations of you;
and kings shall come forth from
you. (7) I will maintain My
covenant between Me and you, and
your offspring to come, as an
everlasting covenant throughout the
ages, to be God to you and to your
offspring to come. (8) I assign the
land you sojourn in to you and your
offspring to come, all the land of
Canaan, as an everlasting holding. I
will be their God.” (9) God further
said to Abraham, “As for you, you
and your offspring to come
throughout the ages shall keep My
covenant. (10) Such shall be the
covenant between Me and you and
your offspring to follow which you
shall keep: every male among you
shall be circumcised. (11) You shall
circumcise the flesh of your
foreskin, and that shall be the sign
of the covenant between Me and
you. (12) And throughout the

ל ֹ֥ ד׃ (ג) ַוּיִּפ ֹֽ ד ְמא ֹ֥ ה אֹוְת֖� ִּבְמא ְוַאְרֶּב֥
ים ר ִאּ֛תֹו ֱא�ִק֖ יו ַויְַדֵּב֥ ם ַעל־ָּפָנ֑ ַאְבָר֖

� י ִאָּת֑ י ִהֵּנ֥ה ְבִריִת֖ ר׃ (ד) ֲאנִ֕ ֹֽ ֵלאמ
א ב ֲה֥מֹון ּגֹוִיֽם׃ (ה) ְו�א־יִָּקֵר֥ יָת ְלַא֖ ְוָהיִ֕

ם ְוָהָי֤ה ִׁשְמ֙� ֛עֹוד ֶאת־ִׁשְמ֖� ַאְבָר֑
י ַאב־ֲה֥מֹון ּגֹוִי֖ם נְַתִּתֽי�׃ (ו) ם ִּכ֛ ַאְבָרָה֔

י� ד ּונְַתִּת֖ ֹ֔ ד ְמא ֹ֣ ְת֙� ִּבְמא ֹֽ י א ְוִהְפֵרִת֤
י ים ִמְּמ֥� יֵֵצֽאּו׃ (ז) ַוֲהִקמִֹת֨ ְלגֹוִי֑ם ּוְמָלִכ֖

ין זְַרֲע֧� � ּוֵב֨ י ֵּביִנ֣י ּוֵבינֶ֗ ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֜
ם ִלְה֤יֹות ית עֹוָל֑ ם ִלְבִר֣ י� ְלדֹרָֹת֖ ַאֲחֶר֛

י�׃ (ח) ים ּֽוְלזְַרֲע֖� ַאֲחֶרֽ ְל֙� ֵלֽא�ִק֔
ת  י� ֵא֣ ֠� ּוְלזְַרֲע֨� ַאֲחֶר֜ י ְל֠ ֶרץ׀ְונַָתִּת֣ ֶא֣

ַען ַלֲאֻחַּז֖ת ֶרץ ְּכנַ֔ ת ׇּכל־ֶא֣ י� ֵא֚ ְמגֶֻר֗
ים׃ (ט) ם ֵלא�ִקֽ ם ְוָהִי֥יִתי ָלֶה֖ עֹוָל֑
ה ם ְוַאָּת֖ אֶמר ֱא�ִקי֙ם ֶאל־ַאְבָרָה֔ ֹ֤ ַוּי

י� ה ְוזְַרֲע֥� ַאֲֽחֶר֖ ר ַאָּת֛ ֹ֑ י ִתְׁשמ ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֣
ר ִּתְׁשְמ֗רּו י ֲאֶׁש֣ את ְּבִריִת֞ ֹ֣ ְלדֹרָֹתֽם׃ (י) ז
י� ִהּ֥מֹול ין זְַרֲע֖� ַאֲחֶר֑ ם ּוֵב֥ ינֵיֶכ֔ ֵּבינִ֙י ּוֵב֣
ר ת ְּבַׂש֣ ם ֵא֖ ם ׇּכל־זָָכֽר׃ (יא) ּונְַמְלֶּת֕ ָלֶכ֖

י ית ֵּביִנ֖ ם ְוָהיָ֙ה ְל֣אֹות ְּבִר֔ ׇעְרַלְתֶכ֑
ים יִּ֥מֹול ּוֵבינֵיֶכֽם׃ (יב) ּוֶבן־ְׁשמַֹנ֣ת יִָמ֗

יִת יד ָּב֔ ם יְִל֣ ר ְלדֹרֵֹתיֶכ֑ ָלֶכ֛ם ׇּכל־זָָכ֖
ר ֥�א ר ֲאֶׁש֛ ל ֶּבן־נֵָכ֔ ֹ֣ ֶס֙ף ִמּכ ּוִמְקנַת־ֶּכ֙

ִמּֽזְַרֲע֖� ֽהּוא׃ (יג) ִהּ֧מֹול ׀ יִּ֛מֹול יְִל֥יד
י ה ְבִריִת֛ � ְוָהיְָת֧ ֵּבֽיְת֖� ּוִמְקַנ֣ת ַּכְסֶּפ֑

ל  ית עֹוָלֽם׃ (יד) ְוָעֵר֣ ם ִלְבִר֥ ׀ִּבְבַׂשְרֶכ֖
ר ׇעְרָל֔תֹו ר ֽ�א־יִּמֹול֙ ֶאת־ְּבַׂש֣ ר ֲאֶׁש֤ זָָכ֗

יָה וא ֵמַעֶּמ֑ ה ַהֶּנֶ֥פׁש ַהִה֖ ְונְִכְרָת֛
ח י ֵהַפֽר׃ {ס} ... (כג) ַוּיִַּק֨ ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֖



generations, every male among you
shall be circumcised at the age of
eight days. As for the homeborn
slave and the one bought from an
outsider who is not of your
offspring, (13) they must be
circumcised, homeborn and
purchased alike. Thus shall My
covenant be marked in your flesh as
an everlasting pact. (14) And if any
male who is uncircumcised fails to
circumcise the flesh of his foreskin,
that person shall be cut off from his
kin; he has broken My
covenant.”... (23) Then Abraham
took his son Ishmael, and all his
homeborn slaves and all those he
had bought, every male in
Abraham’s household, and he
circumcised the flesh of their
foreskins on that very day, as God
had spoken to him. (24) Abraham
was ninety-nine years old when he
circumcised the flesh of his
foreskin, (25) and his son Ishmael
was thirteen years old when he was
circumcised in the flesh of his
foreskin. (26) Thus Abraham and
his son Ishmael were circumcised
on that very day; (27) and all his
household, his homeborn slaves and
those that had been bought from
outsiders, were circumcised with
him.

ת אל ְּב֗נֹו ְוֵא֨ ם ֶאת־יְִׁשָמֵע֣ ַאְבָרָה֜
י ֵביתֹ֙ו ְוֵא֙ת ׇּכל־ִמְקַנ֣ת ַּכְסּ֔פֹו ׇּכל־יְִליֵד֤

ׇמל ם ַוּיָ֜ ית ַאְבָרָה֑ י ֵּב֣ ר ְּבַאנְֵׁש֖ ׇּכל־זָָכ֕
ה ֶצ֙ם ַהּ֣יֹום ַהּזֶ֔ ם ְּבֶע֙ ר ָעְרָלָת֗ ֶאת־ְּבַׂש֣

ים׃ (כד) ר ִאּ֖תֹו ֱא�ִקֽ ר ִּדֶּב֥ ַּכֲאֶׁש֛
ַׁשע ָׁשָנ֑ה ים ָוֵת֖ ם ֶּבן־ִּתְׁשִע֥ ְבָרָה֔ ְוַא֨

אל ר ׇעְרָלֽתֹו׃ (כה) ְויְִׁשָמֵע֣ ְּבִהּמֹ֖לֹו ְּבַׂש֥
ת ּמֹ֔לֹו ֵא֖ ה ָׁשָנ֑ה ְּבִה֨ ְּב֔נֹו ֶּבן־ְׁש֥�ׁש ֶעְׂשֵר֖
ה ֶצ֙ם ַהּ֣יֹום ַהּזֶ֔ ר ׇעְרָלֽתֹו׃ (כו) ְּבֶע֙ ְּבַׂש֥

אל ְּבנֹֽו׃ (כז) ם ְויְִׁשָמֵע֖ נִּ֖מֹול ַאְבָרָה֑
ֶסף יִת ּוִמְקנַת־ֶּכ֖ יד ָּב֔ י ֵביתֹ֙ו יְִל֣ ְוׇכל־ַאנְֵׁש֤

לּו ִאּֽתֹו׃ {פ} ֹ֖ ר נִּמ ת ֶּבן־נֵָכ֑ ֵמֵא֣



Genesis 21:1-4

(1) The LORD took note of Sarah
as He had promised, and the LORD
did for Sarah as He had spoken. (2)
Sarah conceived and bore a son to
Abraham in his old age, at the set
time of which God had spoken. (3)
Abraham gave his newborn son,
whom Sarah had borne him, the
name of Isaac. (4) And when his
son Isaac was eight days old,
Abraham circumcised him, as God
had commanded him.

בראשית כ״א:א׳-ד׳
ר ר ָאָמ֑ ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֣ ד ֶאת־ָׂשָר֖ (א) ַוֽה' ָּפַק֥

ר ִּדֵּבֽר׃ (ב) ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֥ ַוַּיַ֧עׂש ה' ְלָׂשָר֖
יו ן ִלזְֻקָנ֑ ם ֵּב֖ ה ְלַאְבָרָה֛ ֶלד ָׂשָר֧ ַה֩ר ַוֵּת֨ ַוַּת֩

ים׃ (ג) ר אֹ֖תֹו ֱא�ִקֽ ד ֲאֶׁשר־ִּדֶּב֥ ַלּמֹוֵע֕
ם ֶאֽת־ֶׁשם־ְּב֧נֹו ַהּנֹֽוַלד־֛לֹו א ַאְבָרָה֜ ַוּיְִקָר֨
ה יְִצָחֽק׃ (ד) ַוָּיׇ֤מל ֲאֶׁשר־יְָלָדה־ּ֥לֹו ָׂשָר֖

ים ק ְּב֔נֹו ֶּבן־ְׁשמַֹנ֖ת יִָמ֑ ַאְבָרָה֙ם ֶאת־יְִצָח֣
ים׃ ר ִצָּו֥ה אֹ֖תֹו ֱא�ִקֽ ַּכֲאֶׁש֛

Exodus 4:24-26

(24) At a night encampment on the
way, the LORD encountered him
and sought to kill him. (25) So
Zipporah took a flint and cut off her
son’s foreskin, and touched his legs
with it, saying, “You are truly a
bridegroom of blood to me!” (26)
And when He let him alone, she
added, “A bridegroom of blood
because of the circumcision.”

שמות ד׳:כ״ד-כ״ו
הּו ה' ֶר� ַּבָּמ֑לֹון ַוּיְִפְּגֵׁש֣ י ַבֶּד֖ (כד) ַויְִה֥

ר ֹ֗ ה צ ח ִצּפָֹר֜ ׁש ֲהִמיֽתֹו׃ (כה) ַוִּתַּק֨ ַויְַבֵּק֖
יו ע ְלַרגְָל֑ ּה ַוַּתַּג֖ ַוִּתְכרֹ֙ת ֶאת־ׇעְרַל֣ת ְּבנָ֔
ה ִלֽי׃ (כו) ים ַאָּת֖ י ֲחַתן־ָּדִמ֛ אֶמר ִּכ֧ ֹ֕ ַוּת

ים ן ָּדִמ֖ ה ֲחַת֥ ז ָאְֽמָר֔ ּנּו ָא֚ ַוִּיֶ֖רף ִמֶּמ֑
ַלּמּוֽ�ת׃ {פ}

Exodus 12:43-49

(43) The LORD said to Moses and
Aaron: This is the law of the
passover offering: No foreigner
shall eat of it. (44) But any slave a

שמות י״ב:מ״ג-מ״ט
את ֹ֖ ן ז ֹ֔ ה ְוַאֲהר אֶמר ה' ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֣ ֹ֤ (מג) ַוּי

אַכל ּֽבֹו׃ ֹ֥ ר �א־י ַסח ׇּכל־ֶּבן־נֵָכ֖ ת ַהָּפ֑ ֻחַּק֣
ֶסף יׁש ִמְקנַת־ָּכ֑ ֶבד ִא֖ (מד) ְוׇכל־ֶע֥
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man has bought may eat of it once
he has been circumcised. (45) No
bound or hired laborer shall eat of
it. (46) It shall be eaten in one
house: you shall not take any of the
flesh outside the house; nor shall
you break a bone of it. (47) The
whole community of Israel shall
offer it. (48) If a stranger who
dwells with you would offer the
passover to the LORD, all his males
must be circumcised; then he shall
be admitted to offer it; he shall then
be as a citizen of the country. But
no uncircumcised person may eat of
it. (49) There shall be one law for
the citizen and for the stranger who
dwells among you.

ב אַכל ּֽבֹו׃ (מה) ּתֹוָׁש֥ ֹ֥ ז י ה אֹ֔תֹו ָא֖ ּוַמְלָּת֣
יִת ֶאָח֙ד אַכל ּֽבֹו׃ (מו) ְּבַב֤ ֹ֥ יר �א־י ְוָׂשִכ֖
ר יִת ִמן־ַהָּבָׂש֖ יא ִמן־ַהַּב֛ ל �א־תֹוִצ֧ יֵָאֵכ֔

ֶצם ֥�א ִתְׁשְּברּו־ֽבֹו׃ (מז) ֑חּוָצה ְוֶע֖
ל יֲַעׂ֥שּו אֹֽתֹו׃ (מח) ת יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ׇּכל־ֲעַד֥
ַס֮ח ַלה' ָׂשה ֶפ֘ ר ְוָע֣ ְוִכֽי־יָ֨גּור ִאְּת֜� ֵּג֗

ב ַלֲעׂשֹ֔תֹו ר ְוָא֙ז יְִקַר֣ ִהּ֧מֹול ֣לֹו ׇכל־זָָכ֗
ל ֶרץ ְוׇכל־ָעֵר֖ ח ָהָא֑ ְוָהָי֖ה ְּכֶאזְַר֣

ת יְִהֶי֖ה ה ַאַח֔ אַכל ּֽבֹו׃ (מט) ּתֹוָר֣ ֹ֥ ֽ�א־י
ר ַהָּג֥ר ְּבתֹוְכֶכֽם׃ ח ְוַלֵּג֖ ָלֶֽאזְָר֑

Leviticus 12:1-3

(1) The LORD spoke to Moses,
saying: (2) Speak to the Israelite
people thus: When a woman at
childbirth bears a male, she shall be
unclean seven days; she shall be
unclean as at the time of her
menstrual infirmity.— (3) On the
eighth day the flesh of his foreskin
shall be circumcised.—

ויקרא י״ב:א׳-ג׳
ר׃ (ב) ֹֽ ה ֵּלאמ ר ה' ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ (א) ַויְַדֵּב֥
י ר ִאָּׁש֙ה ִּכ֣ ֹ֔ ר ֶאל־ְּבֵנ֤י יְִׂשָרֵאל֙ ֵלאמ ַּדֵּב֞

ים ת יִָמ֔ ר ְוָטְֽמָא֙ה ִׁשְבַע֣ ה זָָכ֑ יַע ְויְָלָד֖ ַתזְִר֔
ּה ִּתְטָמֽא׃ (ג) ּוַבּ֖יֹום ת ְּדוָֺת֖ י נִַּד֥ ִּכיֵמ֛

ר ׇעְרָלֽתֹו׃ י יִּ֖מֹול ְּבַׂש֥ ַהְּׁשִמיִנ֑

Joshua 5:2-9

(2) At that time the LORD said to
יהושע ה׳:ב׳-ט׳

ַע ר ה' ֶאל־יְהֹוֻׁש֔ יא ָאַמ֤ ת ַהִה֗ (ב) ָּבֵע֣
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Joshua, “Make flint knives and
proceed with a second circumcision
of the Israelites.” (3) So Joshua had
flint knives made, and the Israelites
were circumcised at
Gibeath-haaraloth. (4) This is the
reason why Joshua had the
circumcision performed: All the
people who had come out of Egypt,
all the males of military age, had
died during the desert wanderings
after leaving Egypt. (5) Now,
whereas all the people who came
out of Egypt had been circumcised,
none of the people born after the
exodus, during the desert
wanderings, had been circumcised.
(6) For the Israelites had traveled in
the wilderness forty years, until the
entire nation—the men of military
age who had left Egypt—had
perished; because they had not
obeyed the LORD, and the LORD
had sworn never to let them see the
land that the LORD had sworn to
their fathers to assign to us, a land
flowing with milk and honey. (7)
But He had raised up their sons in
their stead; and it was these that
Joshua circumcised, for they were
uncircumcised, not having been
circumcised on the way. (8) After
the circumcising of the whole
nation was completed, they
remained where they were, in the
camp, until they recovered. (9) And

ל ֹ֥ ים ְוׁ֛שּוב מ ה ְל֖� ַחְֽר֣בֹות ֻצִר֑ ֲעֵׂש֥
ל ֵׁשִנֽית׃ (ג) ַוּיַַעׂש־֥לֹו ֶאת־ְּבֵנֽי־יְִׂשָרֵא֖

ים ַוּיָׇ֙מל֙ ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣י ַע ַחְֽר֣בֹות ֻצִר֑ יְהֹוֻׁש֖
ת ָהֲעָרֽלֹות׃ (ד) ְוֶז֥ה ל ֶאל־ִּגְבַע֖ יְִׂשָרֵא֔

ם ַהּיֵֹצ֩א ַע ׇּכל־ָהָע֣ ל יְהֹוֻׁש֑ ר ֲאֶׁשר־ָמ֣ ַהָּדָב֖
ל  ֹ֣ ים ּכ יִם ַהּזְָכִר֜ ה׀ִמִּמְצַר֨ י ַהִּמְלָחָמ֗ ַאנְֵׁש֣

יִם׃ ם ִמִּמְצָרֽ ֶר� ְּבֵצאָת֖ תּו ַבִּמְדָּב֙ר ַּבֶּד֔ ֵמ֤
ים ם ַהּיְֹצִא֑ ים ָה֔יּו ׇּכל־ָהָע֖ (ה) ִּכֽי־ֻמִל֣

ֶר� ר ַּבֶּד֛ ים ַּבִּמְדָּב֥ ם ַהּיִ�ִד֨ ָע֠ ְוׇכל־ָה֠
י  יִם �א־ָמֽלּו׃ (ו) ִּכ֣ ם ִמִּמְצַר֖ ׀ְּבֵצאָת֥

ה ָהְל֣כּו ְבֵנֽי־יְִׂשָרֵאל֮ ים ָׁשנָ֗ ַאְרָּבִע֣
י ם ׇּכל־ַהּ֜גֹוי ַאנְֵׁש֤ ֹ֨ ַּבִּמְדָּב֒ר ַעד־ּת

ר יִם ֲאֶׁש֥ ים ִמִּמְצַר֔ ַהִּמְלָחָמ֙ה ַהּיְֹצִא֣
ע ה' ר נְִׁשַּב֤ �א־ָׁשְמ֖עּו ְּב֣קֹול ה' ֲאֶׁש֨

ֶרץ ֲאֶׁש֩ר ם ֶאת־ָהָא֗ י ַהְראֹוָת֣ ם ְלִבְלִּת֞ ָלֶה֔
ת ֶרץ זַָב֥ נּו ֶא֛ ֶתת ָל֔ ע ה' ַלֲֽאבֹוָת֙ם ָל֣ נְִׁשַּב֨

ים ב ּוְדָבֽׁש׃ (ז) ְוֶאת־ְּבנֵיֶה֙ם ֵהִק֣ ָחָל֖
ים ָה֔יּו ַע ִּכֽי־ֲעֵרִל֣ ל יְהֹוֻׁש֑ ם ָמ֣ ם אָֹת֖ ַּתְחָּת֔

י ם ַּבָּדֶֽר�׃ (ח) ַויְִה֛ לּו אֹוָת֖ י ֽ�א־ָמ֥ ִּכ֛
ּמּו ׇכל־ַהּ֖גֹוי ְלִהּ֑מֹול ַוּיְֵׁש֥בּו ַּכֲאֶׁשר־ַּת֥

ד ֲחיֹוָתֽם׃ {פ} ם ַּבַּֽמֲחֶנ֖ה ַע֥ ַתְחָּת֛
ַע ַהּ֗יֹום ַּגּ֛לֹוִתי אֶמר ה' ֶאל־יְהֹוֻׁש֔ ֹ֤ (ט) ַוּי
ם א ֵׁש֣ ם ַוּיְִקָר֞ יִם ֵמֲעֵליֶכ֑ ת ִמְצַר֖ ֶאת־ֶחְרַּפ֥

ד ַהּ֥יֹום ַהֶּזֽה׃ ל ַע֖ ַהָּמ֤קֹום ַההּו֙א ִּגְלָּג֔



the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I
have rolled away from you the
disgrace of Egypt.” So that place
was called Gilgal, as it still is.

2. Metaphor

Exodus 6:10-12

(10) The LORD spoke to Moses,
saying, (11) “Go and tell Pharaoh
king of Egypt to let the Israelites
depart from his land.” (12) But
Moses appealed to the LORD,
saying, “The Israelites would not
listen to me; how then should
Pharaoh heed me, a man of impeded
[aral, uncircumcised] speech!”

שמות ו׳:י׳-י״ב
ר׃ (יא) ֹֽ ה ֵּלאמ ר ה' ֶאל־מֶֹׁש֥ (י) ַויְַדֵּב֥

יִם ֶל� ִמְצָר֑ ה ֶמ֣ ֹ֖ ר ֶאל־ַּפְרע א ַדֵּב֔ ֹ֣ ּב
ל ֵמַאְרֽצֹו׃ (יב) ִוֽיַׁשַּל֥ח ֶאת־ְּבֵנֽי־יְִׂשָרֵא֖

ן ר ֵה֤ ֹ֑ ה ִלְפֵנ֥י ה' ֵלאמ ר מֶֹׁש֔ ַויְַדֵּב֣
י ְוֵאי֙� ְּבֵנֽי־יְִׂשָרֵאל֙ ֽ�א־ָׁשְמ֣עּו ֵאַל֔

ל ְׂשָפָתֽיִם׃ {פ} י ֲעַר֥ ה ַוֲאִנ֖ ֹ֔ נִי ַפְרע יְִׁשָמֵע֣

Deuteronomy 10:15-20

(15) Yet it was to your fathers that
the LORD was drawn in His love
for them, so that He chose you, their
lineal descendants, from among all
peoples—as is now the case. (16)
Cut away, therefore, the thickening
[umaltem et orlat, alt. circumcise
the foreskin] about your hearts and
stiffen your necks no more. (17) For
the LORD your God is God
supreme and Lord supreme,-d the
great, the mighty, and the awesome

דברים י׳:ט״ו-כ׳
ה ק ה' ְלַאֲהָב֣ י� ָחַׁש֥ ק ַּבֲאבֶֹת֛ (טו) ַר֧
ם ָּבֶכ֛ם ם ַאֲחֵריֶה֗ ר ְּבזְַרָע֣ ם ַוּיְִבַח֞ אֹוָת֑

ם ים ַּכּ֥יֹום ַהֶּזֽה׃ (טז) ּוַמְלֶּת֕ ִמׇּכל־ָהַעִּמ֖
ם ֥�א ַתְקׁ֖שּו ְרְּפֶכ֔ ם ְוׇע֨ ת ׇעְרַל֣ת ְלַבְבֶכ֑ ֵא֖

י ם ֚הּוא ֱא�ֵק֣ י ה' ֱאֽ�ֵקיֶכ֔ ֽעֹוד׃ (יז) ִּכ֚
ל ֹ֤ ל ַהָּגד ים ַואדושם ָהֲאדִֹנ֑ים ָהֵא֨ ָהֱֽא�ִק֔

ים ְו֥�א א ָפנִ֔ א ֲאֶׁש֙ר �א־יִָּׂש֣ ַהִּגּבֹ֙ר ְוַהּנֹוָר֔
ט יָ֖תֹום ה ִמְׁשַּפ֥ ַחד׃ (יח) עֶֹׂש֛ ֹֽ ח ׁש יִַּק֖

ר ָלֶ֥תת ֖לֹו ֶלֶ֥חם ב ֵּג֔ ְוַאְלָמָנ֑ה ְואֵֹה֣
ר ם ֶאת־ַהֵּג֑ ְוִׂשְמָלֽה׃ (יט) ַוֲאַהְבֶּת֖
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God, who shows no favor and takes
no bribe, (18) but upholds the cause
of the fatherless and the widow, and
befriends the stranger, providing
him with food and clothing.— (19)
You too must befriend the stranger,
for you were strangers in the land of
Egypt. (20) You must revere the
LORD your God: only Him shall
you worship, to Him shall you hold
fast, and by His name shall you
swear.

יִם׃ (כ) ֶרץ ִמְצָרֽ ם ְּבֶא֥ ים ֱהיִיֶת֖ ִּכֽי־גִֵר֥
ד ּו֣בֹו ֹ֑ א אֹ֣תֹו ַתֲעב י� ִּתיָר֖ ֶאת־ה' ֱא�ֶק֛

ק ּוִבְׁש֖מֹו ִּתָּׁשֵבַֽע׃ ִתְדָּב֔

Deuteronomy 30:5-8

(5) And the LORD your God will
bring you to the land that your
fathers possessed, and you shall
possess it; and He will make you
more prosperous and more
numerous than your fathers. (6)
Then the LORD your God will open
up [umal, circumcise] your heart
and the hearts of your offspring to
love the LORD your God with all
your heart and soul, in order that
you may live. (7) The LORD your
God will inflict all those curses
upon the enemies and foes who
persecuted you. (8) You, however,
will again heed the LORD and obey
all His commandments that I enjoin
upon you this day.

דברים ל׳:ה׳-ח׳
ֶרץ י� ֶאל־ָהָא֛ (ה) ֶוֱהִביֲא֞� ה' ֱא�ֶק֗

ּה ְוֵהיִטְֽב֥� י� ִוֽיִרְׁשָּת֑ ֲאֶׁשר־יְָרׁ֥שּו ֲאבֶֹת֖
י� ל ה' ֱא�ֶק֛ ְוִהְרְּב֖� ֵמֲאבֶֹתֽי�׃ (ו) ּוָמ֨
ה � ְלַאֲהָב֞ ב זְַרֶע֑ ֶאת־ְלָבְב֖� ְוֶאת־ְלַב֣

י� ְּבׇכל־ְלָבְב֥� ּוְבׇכל־נְַפְׁש֖� ֶאת־ה' ֱא�ֶק֛
ת י� ֵא֥ ַען ַחֶּיֽי�׃ (ז) ְונַָת֙ן ה' ֱא�ֶק֔ ְלַמ֥

י� ֶּלה ַעל־אֹיְֶב֥ ׇּכל־ָהָא֖לֹות ָהֵא֑
ה ר ְרָדֽפּו�׃ (ח) ְוַאָּת֣ י� ֲאֶׁש֥ ְוַעל־ׂשֹנְֶא֖

יָת֙ ָתׁ֔שּוב ְוָׁשַמְעָּת֖ ְּב֣קֹול ה' ְוָעִׂש֙
י ְמַצְּו֖� ר ָאנִֹכ֥ יו ֲאֶׁש֛ ֶאת־ׇּכל־ִמְצוָֺת֔

ַהּיֹֽום׃
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Jeremiah 4:4

(4) Open [himolu, circumcise] your
hearts to the LORD,
Remove the thickening [orlot,
foreskins] about your hearts—
O men of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem—
Lest My wrath break forth like fire,
And burn, with none to quench it,
Because of your wicked acts.
 

ירמיהו ד׳:ד׳
ם רּ֙ו ׇעְר֣לֹות ְלַבְבֶכ֔ לּו ַלה' ְוָהִס֙ ֹ֣ (ד) ִהּמ
א י יְרּוָׁשלִָ֑ ם ֶּפן־ֵּתֵצ֨ ה ְויְֹׁשֵב֣ יׁש יְהּוָד֖ ִא֥
י ה ִמְּפֵנ֖ ין ְמַכֶּב֔ י ּוָבֲֽעָר֙ה ְוֵא֣ ׁש ֲחָמִת֗ ָכֵא֜

ַע ַמַעְלֵליֶכֽם׃ ֹ֥ ר

Jeremiah 6:10-16

(10) To whom shall I speak,
Give warning that they may hear?
Their ears are blocked [areilah,
uncircumcised]
And they cannot listen.
See, the word of the LORD has
become for them
An object of scorn; they will have
none of it.
(11) But I am filled with the wrath
of the LORD,
I cannot hold it in.
Pour it on the infant in the street,
And on the company of youths
gathered together!
Yes, men and women alike shall be
captured,
Elders and those of advanced years.
(12)
Their houses shall pass to others,
Fields and wives as well,

ירמיהו ו׳:י׳-ט״ז
עּו יָד֙ה ְויְִׁשָמ֔ ה ְוָאִע֙ י ֲאַדְּבָר֤ (י) ַעל־ִמ֨

יב ם ְו֥�א יּוְכ֖לּו ְלַהְקִׁש֑ ִהּנֵ֙ה ֲעֵרָל֣ה ׇאזְנָ֔
ה ֥�א ם ְלֶחְרָּפ֖ ִהֵּנ֣ה ְדַבר־ה' ָהָי֥ה ָלֶה֛

ת ה' ׀ ָמֵל֙אִת֙י יְַחְּפצּו־ֽבֹו׃ (יא) ְוֵא֩ת ֲחַמ֨
� ַעל־עֹוָלל֙ ַּב֔חּוץ ֹ֤ יל ְׁשפ יִתי ָהִכ֔ נְִלֵא֣
יׁש ו ִּכֽי־גַם־ִא֤ ים יְַחָּד֑ ל ֥סֹוד ַּבחּוִר֖ ְוַע֛

ן ִעם־ְמֵל֥א יִָמֽים׃ דּו זֵָק֖ ִעם־ִאָּׁש֙ה יִָּלֵכ֔
ים ָׂש֥דֹות ּבּו ָבֵּֽתיֶה֙ם ַלֲאֵחִר֔ (יב) ְונַָס֤

י י ַעל־יְֹׁשֵב֥ ה ֶאת־יִָד֛ ו ִּכֽי־ַאֶּט֧ ים יְַחָּד֑ ְונִָׁש֖
י ִמְּקַטּנָ֙ם ֶרץ נְֻאם־ה'׃ (יג) ִּכ֤ ָהָא֖

ַצע ּוִמּנִָבי֙א ַע ָּב֑ ם ֻּכּ֖לֹו ּבֹוֵצ֣ ְוַעד־ְּגדֹוָל֔
ֶקר׃ (יד) ַוֽיְַרְּפ֞אּו ֶׂשה ָּׁשֽ ֹ֥ ן ֻּכּ֖לֹו ע ְוַעד־ּכֵֹה֔

ר ֹ֖ ה ֵלאמ ֶבר ַעִּמ֙י ַעל־נְַקָּל֔ ֶאת־ֶׁש֤
ין ָׁשֽלֹום׃ (טו) ָׁש֣לֹום ׀ ָׁש֑לֹום ְוֵא֖
ה ָעׂ֑שּו ַּגם־ּ֣בֹוׁש י תֹוֵעָב֖ יׁשּו ִּכ֥ הִֹב֕

ן עּו ָלֵכ֞ ֽ�א־יֵ֗בֹוׁשּו ַּגם־ַהְכִלי֙ם ֣�א יָָד֔
ים יִָּכְׁש֖לּו יְִּפ֧לּו ַבּנְֹפִל֛ים ְּבֵעת־ְּפַקְדִּת֥
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For I will stretch out My arm
Against the inhabitants of the
country
—declares the LORD. (13) For
from the smallest to the greatest,
They are all greedy for gain;
Priest and prophet alike,
They all act falsely. (14) They offer
healing offhand
For the wounds of My people,
Saying, “All is well, all is well,”
When nothing is well. (15) They
have acted shamefully;
They have done abhorrent things—
Yet they do not feel shame,
And they cannot be made to blush.
Assuredly, they shall fall among the
falling,
They shall stumble at the time when
I punish them
—said the LORD.
(16) Thus said the LORD:
Stand by the roads and consider,
Inquire about ancient paths:
Which is the road to happiness?
Travel it, and find tranquillity for
yourselves.
But they said, “We will not.”

ר ה' ה ָאַמ֣ ֹ֣ ר ה'׃ {ס}         (טז) ּכ ָאַמ֥
ים ּוְר֜אּו ְוַׁשֲא֣לּו  ׀ִעְמדּ֩ו ַעל־ְּדָרִכ֨

ֶר� ַהּטֹו֙ב ה ֶד֤ ם ֵאי־זֶ֨ ִלנְִת֣בֹות עֹוָל֗
ם ּה ּוִמְצ֥אּו ַמְרּ֖גֹוַע ְלנְַפְׁשֶכ֑ ּוְלכּו־ָב֔

ַוּיֹאְמ֖רּו ֥�א נֵֵלֽ�׃

Jeremiah 9:24-25

(24) Lo, days are coming—declares
the LORD—when I will take note
of everyone circumcised in the
foreskin: (25) of Egypt, Judah,

ירמיהו ט׳:כ״ד-כ״ה
י ַקְדִּת֔ ים נְֻאם־ה' ּוָפ֣ ים ָּבִא֖ (כד) ִהֵּנ֛ה יִָמ֥
יִם ַעל־ׇּכל־֖מּול ְּבׇעְרָלֽה׃ (כה) ַעל־ִמְצַר֣

ה ְוַעל־ֱא֞דֹום ְוַעל־ְּבֵנ֤י ַעּמֹו֙ן ְוַעל־יְהּוָד֗

https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.9.24-25
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.9.24-25


Edom, the Ammonites, Moab, and
all the desert dwellers who have the
hair of their temples clipped. For all
these nations are uncircumcised, but
all the House of Israel are
uncircumcised of heart.

ה י ֵפָא֔ ב ְוַעל֙ ׇּכל־ְקצּוֵצ֣ ְוַעל־מֹוָא֔
ים י ׇכל־ַהּגֹויִ֙ם ֲעֵרִל֔ ר ִּכ֤ ים ַּבִּמְדָּב֑ ַהּיְֹׁשִב֖

ל ַעְרֵלי־ֵלֽב׃ {פ} ית יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ְוׇכל־ֵּב֥

Ezekiel 44:5-9

(5) Then the LORD said to me: O
mortal, mark well, look closely and
listen carefully to everything that I
tell you regarding all the laws of the
Temple of the LORD and all the
instructions regarding it. Note well
who may enter the Temple and all
who must be excluded from the
Sanctuary. (6) And say to the
rebellious House of Israel: Thus
said the Lord GOD: Too long, O
House of Israel, have you
committed all your abominations,
(7) admitting aliens, uncircumcised
of spirit and uncircumcised of flesh,
to be in My Sanctuary and profane
My very Temple, when you offer up
My food—the fat and the blood.
You have broken My covenant with
all your abominations. (8) You have
not discharged the duties
concerning My sacred offerings, but
have appointed them to discharge
the duties of My Sanctuary for you.
(9) Thus said the Lord GOD: Let no
alien, uncircumcised in spirit and

יחזקאל מ״ד:ה׳-ט׳
ים ִלְּב֩� ם ִׂש֣ י ה' ֶּבן־ָאָד֡ אֶמר ֵאַל֜ ֹ֨ (ה) ַוּי

ת ע ֵא֣ י� ּוְבׇאזְֶנ֣י� ְּׁשָמ֗ ה ְבֵעינֶ֜ ּוְרֵא֨
� ְלׇכל־ֻחּ֥קֹות ר אָֹת֔ ר ֲאנִ֙י ְמַדֵּב֣ ׇּכל־ֲאֶׁש֤

ו ְוַׂשְמָּת֤ ִלְּב֙� ֵּבית־ה' ּוְלׇכל־ּתֹורָֹת֑
י ַהִּמְקָּדֽׁש׃ (ו) ל מֹוָצֵא֥ ֹ֖ יִת ְּבכ ִלְמ֣בֹוא ַהַּב֔

ה ֹ֥ ל ּכ ית יְִׂשָרֵא֔ ִר֙י ֶאל־ֵּב֣ ְוָאַמְרָּת֤ ֶאל־ֶמ֙
ר אדושם ה' ַרב־ָלֶכ֛ם ָאַמ֖

ית יְִׂשָרֵאֽל׃ (ז) ם ֵּב֥ ִמׇּֽכל־ּתֹוֲע֥בֹוֵתיֶכ֖
י ר ַעְרֵלי־ֵל֙ב ְוַעְרֵל֣ ם ְּבנֵי־נֵָכ֗ ַּבֲהִביֲאֶכ֣

י י ְלַחְּל֣לֹו ֶאת־ֵּביִת֑ ר ִלְה֥יֹות ְּבִמְקָּדִׁש֖ ָבָׂש֔
רּ֙ו ם ַוּיֵָפ֙ ֶלב ָוָד֔ ם ֶאת־ַלְחִמ֙י ֵח֣ יְבֶכ֤ ְּבַהְקִרֽ

ל ׇּכל־ּתֹוֲעבֹוֵתיֶכֽם׃ (ח) י ֶא֖ ֶאת־ְּבִריִת֔
י ַוְּתִׂשי֗מּון ֶרת ׇקָדָׁש֑ ם ִמְׁשֶמ֣ ְו֥�א ְׁשַמְרֶּת֖

י י ְּבִמְקָּדִׁש֖ י ִמְׁשַמְרִּת֛ ְלׁשְֹמֵר֧
ָלֶכֽם׃ {ס}         (ט) ּכֹה־ָאַמ֮ר

ֶרל ֶרל ֵל֙ב ְוֶע֣ ר ֶע֤ אדושם ה' ׇּכל־ֶּבן־נֵָכ֗
י ר ֥�א יָ֖בֹוא ֶאל־ִמְקָּדִׁש֑ ָּבָׂש֔

ר ְּב֖תֹו� ְּבֵנ֥י יְִׂשָרֵאֽל׃ ר ֲאֶׁש֕ ל־ֶּבן־נֵָכ֔ ְלׇכ֨
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flesh, enter My Sanctuary—no alien
whatsoever among the people of
Israel.

3. Group Identity

Genesis 34:6-27

(6) Then Shechem’s father Hamor
came out to Jacob to speak to him.
(7) Meanwhile Jacob’s sons, having
heard the news, came in from the
field. The men were distressed and
very angry, because he had
committed an outrage in Israel by
lying with Jacob’s daughter—a
thing not to be done. (8) And
Hamor spoke with them, saying,
“My son Shechem longs for your
daughter. Please give her to him in
marriage. (9) Intermarry with us:
give your daughters to us, and take
our daughters for yourselves: (10)
You will dwell among us, and the
land will be open before you; settle,
move about, and acquire holdings in
it.” (11) Then Shechem said to her
father and brothers, “Do me this
favor, and I will pay whatever you
tell me. (12) Ask of me a
bride-price ever so high, as well as
gifts, and I will pay what you tell
me; only give me the maiden for a
wife.” (13) Jacob’s sons answered

בראשית ל״ד:ו׳-כ״ז
ב ֹ֑ ם ֶאֽל־יֲַעק א ֲח֥מֹור ֲאִבֽי־ְׁשֶכ֖ (ו) ַוּיֵֵצ֛

אּו ב ָּב֤ ֹ֜ י יֲַעק ר ִאּֽתֹו׃ (ז) ּוְבנֵ֨ ְלַדֵּב֖
ים ם ַוִּיְֽתַעְּצבּ֙ו ָהֲֽאנִָׁש֔ ִמן־ַהָּׂשֶד֙ה ְּכׇׁשְמָע֔

ה ה ָעָׂש֣ ד ִּכֽי־נְָבָל֞ ֹ֑ ם ְמא ַוִּיַ֥חר ָלֶה֖
ן ֥�א ב ְוֵכ֖ ֹ֔ ל ִלְׁשַּכ֙ב ֶאת־ַּבֽת־יֲַעק ְביְִׂשָרֵא֗
ר ֹ֑ ם ֵלאמ ר ֲח֖מֹור ִאָּת֣ יֵָעֶׂשֽה׃ (ח) ַויְַדֵּב֥

ם ְּת֨נּו ָנ֥א ה נְַפׁשֹ֙ו ְּבִבְּתֶכ֔ י ָחְֽׁשָק֤ ם ְּבנִ֗ ְׁשֶכ֣
נּו ּה ֖לֹו ְלִאָּׁשֽה׃ (ט) ְוִהְֽתַחְּת֖נּו אָֹת֑ אָֹת֛

ינּו ִּתְק֥חּו נּו ְוֶאת־ְּבנֵֹת֖ ְּבנֵֹֽתיֶכ֙ם ִּתְּתנּו־ָל֔
ֶר֙ץ ִּתְהֶי֣ה בּו ְוָהָא֙ נּו ֵּתֵׁש֑ ָלֶכֽם׃ (י) ְוִאָּת֖

ם ְׁשבּ֙ו ּוְסָח֔רּוָה ְוֵהָֽאֲח֖זּו ָּבּֽה׃ ִלְפנֵיֶכ֔
יָה יָה ְוֶאל־ַאֶח֔ אֶמר ְׁשֶכ֙ם ֶאל־ָאִב֣ ֹ֤ (יא) ַוּי
י ר ּתֹאְמ֛רּו ֵאַל֖ ם ַוֲאֶׁש֥ ן ְּבֵעינֵיֶכ֑ ֶאְמָצא־ֵח֖
ן ַהר ּוַמָּת֔ ֹ֣ י ְמאֹ֙ד מ ֶאֵּתֽן׃ (יב) ַהְרּ֨בּו ָעַל֤

י ּוְתנּו־ִל֥י ר ּתֹאְמ֖רּו ֵאָל֑ ה ַּכֲאֶׁש֥ ְּתנָ֔ ְוֶא֨
ֶאת־ַהּֽנֲַעָר֖ ְלִאָּׁשֽה׃ (יג) ַוּיֲַע֨נּו

יו ם ְוֶאת־ֲח֥מֹור ָאִב֛ ב ֶאת־ְׁשֶכ֨ ֹ֜ ְבֵנֽי־יֲַעק
ת ִּדיָנ֥ה א ֵא֖ ר ִטֵּמ֔ רּו ֲאֶׁש֣ ה ַויְַדֵּב֑ ְּבִמְרָמ֖

ם ֤�א נּוַכל֙ ֲאחָֹתֽם׃ (יד) ַוּיֹאְמ֣רּו ֲאֵליֶה֗
נּו ה ָלֵת֙ת ֶאת־ֲאחֵֹת֔ ר ַהּזֶ֔ ַלֲעׂשֹו֙ת ַהָּדָב֣
וא ה ִה֖ ה ִּכֽי־ֶחְרָּפ֥ יׁש ֲאֶׁשר־֣לֹו ׇעְרָל֑ ְלִא֖
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Shechem and his father
Hamor—speaking with guile
because he had defiled their sister
Dinah— (14) and said to them, “We
cannot do this thing, to give our
sister to a man who is
uncircumcised, for that is a disgrace
among us. (15) Only on this
condition will we agree with you;
that you will become like us in that
every male among you is
circumcised. (16) Then we will give
our daughters to you and take your
daughters to ourselves; and we will
dwell among you and become as
one kindred. (17) But if you will not
listen to us and become
circumcised, we will take our
daughter and go.” (18) Their words
pleased Hamor and Hamor’s son
Shechem.... (24) All who went out
of the gate of his town-b heeded
Hamor and his son Shechem, and
all males, all those who went out of
the gate of his town,-bwere
circumcised. (25) On the third day,
when they were in pain, Simeon and
Levi, two of Jacob’s sons, brothers
of Dinah, took each his sword,
came upon the city unmolested, and
slew all the males. (26) They put
Hamor and his son Shechem to the
sword, took Dinah out of
Shechem’s house, and went away.
(27) The other sons of Jacob came
upon the slain and plundered the

ם ם ִא֚ את נֵ֣אֹות ָלֶכ֑ ֹ֖ ָלֽנּו׃ (טו) ַא�־ְּבז
ם ׇּכל־זָָכֽר׃ (טז) ל ָלֶכ֖ ֹ֥ נּו ְלִהּמ ֹ֔ ִּתְה֣יּו ָכמ
ם ם ְוֶאת־ְּבנֵֹתיֶכ֖ ינּ֙ו ָלֶכ֔ ּנּו ֶאת־ְּבנֵֹת֙ ְונַָת֤
ם ם ְוָהִי֖ינּו ְלַע֥ ְבנּו ִאְּתֶכ֔ נּו ְויַָׁש֣ ִנַּֽקֽח־ָל֑
ינּו ֶאָחֽד׃ (יז) ְוִאם־֧�א ִתְׁשְמ֛עּו ֵאֵל֖

נּו ְוָהָלְֽכנּו׃ (יח) ְחנּו ֶאת־ִּבֵּת֖ ְלִהּ֑מֹול ְוָלַק֥
י ם ְּבֵעיֵנ֣י ֲח֑מֹור ּוְבֵעיֵנ֖ ַוִּיֽיְט֥בּו ִדְבֵריֶה֖

ְׁשֶכ֥ם ֶּבן־ֲחֽמֹור׃ ... (כד) ַוּיְִׁשְמ֤עּו
י ם ְּב֔נֹו ׇּכל־יְֹצֵא֖ ֶאל־ֲחמֹו֙ר ְוֶאל־ְׁשֶכ֣

י ר ׇּכל־יְֹצֵא֖ לּ֙ו ׇּכל־זָָכ֔ ֹ֙ ַער ִעי֑רֹו ַוּיִּמ ַׁש֣
י ַער ִעיֽרֹו׃ (כה) ַויְִה֩י ַבּ֨יֹום ַהְּׁשִליִׁש֜ ַׁש֥
ב ֹ֠ ֲעק ים ַוּיְִק֣חּו ְׁשֵנֽי־ְבנֵי־יַ֠ ֲאִב֗ ֹֽ ם ּכ ִּבְֽהיֹוָת֣

יׁש ַחְרּ֔בֹו י ִדינָ֙ה ִא֣ י ֲאֵח֤ ִׁשְמ֨עֹון ְוֵלִו֜
ַטח ַוַּיַֽהְר֖גּו ׇּכל־זָָכֽר׃ יר ֶּב֑ אּו ַעל־ָהִע֖ ֹ֥ ַוּיָב
ם ְּב֔נֹו ָהְר֖גּו (כו) ְוֶאת־ֲחמֹו֙ר ְוֶאת־ְׁשֶכ֣

ם ית ְׁשֶכ֖ ֶרב ַוּיְִק֧חּו ֶאת־ִּדיָנ֛ה ִמֵּב֥ ְלִפי־ָח֑
אּו ב ָּב֚ ֹ֗ ַוּיֵֵצֽאּו׃ (כז) ְּבֵנ֣י יֲַעק

ר ִטְּמ֖אּו יר ֲאֶׁש֥ ּזּו ָהִע֑ ֹ֖ ים ַוּיָב ֲחָלִל֔ ַעל־ַה֣
ֲאחֹוָתֽם׃



town, because their sister had been
defiled.

Judges 14:1-3

(1) Once Samson went down to
Timnah; and while in Timnah, he
noticed a girl among the Philistine
women. (2) On his return, he told
his father and mother, “I noticed
one of the Philistine women in
Timnah; please get her for me as a
wife.” (3) His father and mother
said to him, “Is there no one among
the daughters of your own kinsmen
and among all our people, that you
must go and take a wife from the
uncircumcised Philistines?” But
Samson answered his father, “Get
me that one, for she is the one that
pleases me.”

שופטים י״ד:א׳-ג׳
ה (א) ַוֵּיֶ֥רד ִׁשְמׁ֖שֹון ִּתְמָנָ֑תה ַוַּיְ֥רא ִאָּׁש֛
ַעל ְּבִתְמָנָ֖תה ִמְּב֥נֹות ְּפִלְׁשִּתֽים׃ (ב) ַוּיַ֗

יִתי ה ָרִא֥ אֶמר ִאָּׁש֛ ֹ֗ יו ּוְלִאּ֔מֹו ַוּי ַוּיֵַּג֙ד ְלָאִב֣
ה ים ְוַעָּת֕ ְבִתְמָנָ֖תה ִמְּב֣נֹות ְּפִלְׁשִּת֑

אֶמר ֜לֹו ֹ֨ י ְלִאָּׁשֽה׃ (ג) ַוּי ּה ִל֖ ְקחּו־אֹוָת֥
י� יו ְוִאּ֗מֹו ַהֵאי֩ן ִּבְב֨נֹות ַאֶח֤ ָאִב֣

ַחת ה הֹוֵל֙� ָלַק֣ ה ִּכֽי־ַאָּת֤ ּוְבׇכל־ַעִּמ֙י ִאָּׁש֔
אֶמר ֹ֨ ים ַוּי ים ָהֲעֵרִל֑ ה ִמְּפִלְׁשִּת֖ ִאָּׁש֔

יא י ִּכי־ִה֖ ח־ִל֔ ּה ַקֽ ִׁשְמׁ֤שֹון ֶאל־ָאִבי֙ו אֹוָת֣
ה ְבֵעיָנֽי׃ יְָׁשָר֥

I Samuel 14:4-6

(4) At the crossing-b by which
Jonathan sought to reach the
Philistine garrison, there was a
rocky crag on one side, and another
rocky crag on the other, the one
called Bozez and the other Seneh.
(5) One crag was located on the
north, near Michmas, and the other
on the south, near Geba. (6)
Jonathan said to the attendant who

שמואל א י״ד:ד׳-ו׳
ׁש יֹֽונָָת֙ן ר ִּבֵּק֤ ין ַהַּֽמְעְּב֗רֹות ֲאֶׁש֨ (ד) ּוֵב֣
ַלע ים ֵׁשן־ַהֶּס֤ ב ְּפִלְׁשִּת֔ ַלֲעבֹ֙ר ַעל־ַמַּצ֣

ֶבר ִמֶּז֑ה ַלע ֵמָהֵע֖ ה ְוֵׁשן־ַהֶּס֥ ֶב֙ר ִמּזֶ֔ ֵמָהֵע֙
ד ֶסּֽנֶה׃ ם ָהֶאָח֖ ץ ְוֵׁש֥ ם ָהֶאָח֙ד ּבֹוֵצ֔ ְוֵׁש֤

ד ָמ֥צּוק ִמָּצ֖פֹון ֣מּול ן ָהֶאָח֛ (ה) ַהֵּׁש֧
גֶב ֥מּול ד ִמֶּנ֖ ׂש ְוָהֶאָח֥ ִמְכָמ֑

ן אֶמר יְהֹונָָת֜ ֹ֨ ָּגַֽבע׃ {ס}         (ו) ַוּי
ה׀ֶאל־ַהַּנַ֣ער  יו ְלָכ֙ה ְונְַעְּבָר֗ א ֵכָל֗ נֵֹׂש֣
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carried his arms, “Come, let us
cross over to the outpost of those
uncircumcised fellows. Perhaps the
LORD will act in our behalf, for
nothing prevents the LORD from
winning a victory by many or by
few.”

ה ֶּלה אּוַל֛י יֲַעֶׂש֥ ים ָהֵא֔ ֶאל־ַמַּצ֙ב ָהֲעֵרִל֣
יַע ין ַלֽה' ַמְע֔צֹור ְלהֹוִׁש֥ י ֵא֤ נּו ִּכ֣ ה' ָל֑

ב ֥אֹו ִבְמָעֽט׃ ְּבַר֖

I Samuel 17:26

(26) David asked the men standing
near him, “What will be done for
the man who kills that Philistine
[Goliath] and removes the disgrace
from Israel? Who is that
uncircumcised Philistine that he
dares defy the ranks of the living
God?”

שמואל א י״ז:כ״ו
ים ים ָהעְֹמִד֣ ד ֶאֽל־ָהֲאנִָׁש֞ אֶמר ָּדִו֗ ֹ֣ (כו) ַוּי
ר יֶַּכ֙ה ה ָלִאיׁ֙ש ֲאֶׁש֤ ִעּמֹ֮ו ֵלאמֹ֒ר ַמה־ּיֵָעֶׂש֗

ל ה ֵמַע֣ יר ֶחְרָּפ֖ ז ְוֵהִס֥ י ַהָּל֔ ֶאת־ַהְּפִלְׁשִּת֣
י ה ִּכ֣ י ֶהָעֵרל֙ ַהּזֶ֔ י ַהְּפִלְׁשִּת֤ י ִמ֗ ל ִּכ֣ יְִׂשָרֵא֑

ים ַחִּיֽים׃ ף ַמַעְר֖כֹות ֱא�ִק֥ ֵחֵר֔

Ezekiel 32:19-32

(19) Whom do you surpass in
beauty? Down with you, and be laid
to rest with the uncircumcised! (20)
They shall lie amid those slain by
the sword,-f [amid those slain by]
the sword [Egypt] has been dragged
and left with all her masses. (21)
From the depths of Sheol the
mightiest of warriors speak to him
and his allies; the uncircumcised,
the slain by the sword, have gone
down and lie [there]. (22) Assyria is
there with all her company, their

יחזקאל ל״ב:י״ט-ל״ב
ה ה ְוׇהְׁשְּכָב֖ ְמָּת ְרָד֥ י נָָע֑ (יט) ִמִּמ֖

ֶרב ֶאת־ֲעֵרִלֽים׃ (כ) ְּב֥תֹו� ַחְלֵלי־ֶח֖
ּה נָה ָמְׁש֥כּו אֹוָת֖ ֶרב נִָּת֔ לּו ֶח֣ ֹ֑ יִּפ

י ְוׇכל־ֲהמֹוֶנֽיָה׃ (כא) יְַדְּברּו־֞לֹו ֵאֵל֧
יו ָיְ֥ר֛דּו זְָר֑ ֹֽ ים ִמּ֥תֹו� ְׁש֖אֹול ֶאת־ע גִּבֹוִר֛

ם ים ַחְלֵלי־ָחֶֽרב׃ (כב) ָׁש֤ ָׁשְכ֥בּו ָהֲעֵרִל֖
יו יו ִקְברָֹת֑ ּה ְסִביבֹוָת֖ ַאּׁשּו֙ר ְוׇכל־ְקָהָל֔

ים ֶּבָחֶֽרב׃ (כג) ים ַהּנְֹפִל֖ ֻּכָּל֣ם ֲחָלִל֔
י יָה֙ ְּביְַרְּכֵתי־֔בֹור ַויְִה֣ ר נְִּת֤נּו ִקְברֶֹת֙ ֲאֶׁש֨

ּה ֻּכָּל֤ם ֲחָלִלי֙ם ּה ְסִבי֖בֹות ְקֻבָרָת֑ ְקָהָל֔
ֶרץ ית ְּבֶא֥ ֶרב ֲאֶׁשר־נְָת֥נּו ִחִּת֖ ים ַּבֶח֔ נְֹפִל֣
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graves round about, all of them
slain, fallen by the sword. (23)
Their graves set in the farthest
recesses of the Pit, all her company
are round about her tomb, all of
them slain, fallen by the
sword—they who struck terror in
the land of the living. (24) There
too is Elam and all her masses
round about her tomb, all of them
slain, fallen by the sword—they
who descended uncircumcised to
the lowest part of the netherworld,
who struck terror in the land of the
living—now they bear their shame
with those who have gone down to
the Pit. (25) They made a bed for
her among the slain, with all her
masses; their graves are round about
her. They are all uncircumcised,
slain by the sword. Though their
terror was once spread over the land
of the living, they bear their shame
with those who have gone into the
Pit; they are placed among the slain.
(26) Meshech and Tubal and all
their masses are there; their graves
are round about. They are all
uncircumcised, pierced through by
the sword—they who once struck
terror in the land of the living. (27)
And they do not lie with the fallen
uncircumcised warriors, who went
down to Sheol with their battle gear,
who put their swords beneath their
heads and their iniquities upon their

ּה ם ֵעיָל֙ם ְוׇכל־ֲהמֹונָ֔ ַחִּיֽים׃ (כד) ָׁש֤
ים ּה ֻּכָּל֣ם ֲחָלִלי֩ם ַהּנְֹפִל֨ ְסִבי֖בֹות ְקֻבָרָת֑

ים  ֶׁשר־יְָר֥דּו ֲעֵרִל֣ ֶרב א� ֶרץ׀ַּבֶח֜ ֶאל־ֶא֣
ֶרץ ר נְָת֤נּו ִחִּתיָת֙ם ְּבֶא֣ ַּתְחִּתּ֗יֹות ֲאֶׁש֨

ם ֶאת־֥יֹוְרֵדי ֽבֹור׃ ים ַוּיְִׂש֥אּו ְכִלָּמָת֖ ַחּיִ֔
ים נְָת֨נּו ִמְׁשָּכ֥ב ָלּ֙ה ָלִל֠ (כה) ְּב֣תֹו� ֲח֠

ָה ֻּכָּל֣ם יו ִקְברֶֹת֑ ּה ְסִביבֹוָת֖ ְּבׇכל־ֲהמֹונָ֔
ם ן ִחִּתיָת֜ ֶרב ִּכֽי־נִַּת֨ ים ַחְלֵלי־ֶח֡ ֲעֵרִל֣

ים ַוּיְִׂש֤אּו ְכִלָּמָת֙ם ֶאת־֣יֹוְרֵדי ֶרץ ַחּיִ֗ ְּבֶא֣
ֶׁש� ם ֶמ֤ ים נִָּתֽן׃ (כו) ָׁש֣ ֔בֹור ְּב֥תֹו� ֲחָלִל֖
יָה יו ִקְברֹוֶת֑ ּה ְסִביבֹוָת֖ ֻּתַבל֙ ְוׇכל־ֲהמֹונָ֔

ֶרב ִּכי־נְָת֥נּו ְלֵלי ֶח֔ ֻּכָּל֤ם ֲעֵרִלי֙ם ְמֻח֣
ֶרץ ַחִּיֽים׃ (כז) ְו֤�א יְִׁשְּכבּ֙ו ם ְּבֶא֥ ִחִּתיָת֖

ר ים ֲאֶׁש֣ ים ֵמֲעֵרִל֑ ים נְֹפִל֖ ֶאת־ִּגּבֹוִר֔
יְָרֽדּו־ְׁש֣אֹול ִּבְכֵלֽי־ִמְלַחְמָּת֩ם ַוּיְִּת֨נּו
י ם ַוְּתִה֤ ַחת ָראֵׁשיֶה֗ ם ַּת֣ ֶאת־ַחְרבֹוָת֜

ים ית ִּגּבֹוִר֖ ם ִּכֽי־ִחִּת֥ ֲעוֺֽנָֹת֙ם ַעל־ַעְצמֹוָת֔
ה ְּב֧תֹו� ֲעֵרִל֛ים ֶרץ ַחִּיֽים׃ (כח) ְוַאָּת֗ ְּבֶא֥
ב ֶאת־ַחְלֵלי־ָחֶֽרב׃ (כט) ר ְוִתְׁשַּכ֖ ִּתָּׁשַב֥

יָה יָה֙ ְוׇכל־נְִׂשיֶא֔ ָּמה ֱא֗דֹום ְמָלֶכ֙ ָׁש֣
ֶרב ם ֶאת־ַחְלֵלי־ָח֑ ֲאֶׁשר־נְִּת֥נּו ִבגְבּוָרָת֖

ְרֵדי ֹ֥ בּו ְוֶאת־י ָּמה ֶאת־ֲעֵרִל֥ים יְִׁשָּכ֖ ֵה֛
ם י ָצ֛פֹון ֻּכָּל֖ ָּמה נְִסיֵכ֥ ֽבֹור׃ (ל) ָׁש֣

ים י ֲאֶׁשר־יְָר֣דּו ֶאת־ֲחָלִל֗ ְוׇכל־ִצדִֹנ֑
ים ַוּיְִׁשְּכ֤בּו ם ִמְּגֽבּוָרָת֙ם ּבֹוִׁש֔ ְּבִחִּתיָת֤

ם ֶרב ַוּיְִׂש֥אּו ְכִלָּמָת֖ ֲעֵרִלי֙ם ֶאת־ַחְלֵלי־ֶח֔
ה ֶאת־֥יֹוְרֵדי ֽבֹור׃ (לא) אֹוָת֙ם יְִרֶא֣

ֶר֙ב ה ַחְלֵלי־ֶח֙ ֹ֑ ם ַעל־ׇּכל־ֲהמֹונ ה ְונִַח֖ ֹ֔ ַפְרע
ם אדושם ה'׃ (לב) ה ְוׇכל־ֵחי֔לֹו נְֻא֖ ֹ֣ ַּפְרע



bones—for the terror of the warriors
was upon the land of the living. (28)
And you too shall be shattered amid
the uncircumcised, and lie among
those slain by the sword. (29) Edom
is there, her kings and all her
chieftains, who, for all their might,
are laid among those who are slain
by the sword; they too lie with the
uncircumcised and with those who
have gone down to the Pit. (30) All
the princes of the north and all the
Sidonians are there, who went down
in disgrace with the slain, in spite of
the terror that their might inspired;
and they lie, uncircumcised, with
those who are slain by the sword,
and bear their shame with those
who have gone down to the Pit. (31)
These Pharaoh shall see, and he
shall be consoled for all his masses,
those of Pharaoh’s men slain by the
sword and all his army—declares
the Lord GOD. (32) I strike terror
into the land of the living; Pharaoh-h

and all his masses are laid among
the uncircumcised, along with those
who were slain by the sword—said
the Lord GOD.

ֶרץ י] (חתיתו) ְּבֶא֣ ִּתי ֶאת־[ִחִּתיִת֖ ִּכֽי־נַָת֥
ים ַחִּי֑ים ְוֻהְׁשַּכ֩ב ְּב֨תֹו� ֲעֵרִל֜

ם ה נְֻא֖ ֹ֔ ֶרב ַּפְרעֹ֙ה ְוׇכל־ֲהמֹונ ֶאת־ַחְלֵלי־ֶח֗
אדושם ה'׃ {פ}
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